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Photographer Musa Sadulaev (38)
has been a Hamburg Foundation
guest since September 2005. Until his
departure from Chechnya, he worked
for the Associated Press news agency.
Sadulaev brought with him 1,300 digi-
tal photos that show the difficulty of
everyday life in his war-torn home:
destroyed buildings, miserable refugee
camps, children who have lost their
arms or legs to landmines.

With help from the Foundation and to
his delight, many of his photos –
which were always censored by
Russian media – have subsequently
been printed in German newspapers.
"My camera is my life," Musa says. "I
document the daily survival of my
people, since it will take a long time
until the conflict is resolved. My pictu-
res are photographic documents,
which my generation and the next will
need to one day demand justice and

MUSA SADULAEV –  photographer 
from Chechnya 
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CHECHNYA AND RUSSIA

The Council of Europe has been
protesting for months against the
controversial law initiated by
Vladimir Putin that is directed
against non-governmental organi-
zations. The new law prohibits acti-
vities that are contrary to "Russia's
interests" and bars foreigners from
being on boards of directors. All
independent organizations, especi-
ally human rights groups and the
EU's 20-million-euro recovery pro-
gram in Chechnya, are affected.
That is why the Council of Europe
on January 25, 2006 declared once
more that the Russian NGO law
violated European norms. At the
same time, it demanded that the
Duma in Moscow establish a com-
mission to examine the grievous
human rights abuses in Chechnya.

Europe is right to be concerned.
The Russian government finds itself
in constant confrontations with
human rights organizations like
Memorial, the Committee of
Soldiers' Mothers or the Moscow-
Helsinki Committee. Human rights
activists have been politically per-
secuted, kidnapped and killed.
Citizens, who as a last resort have
turned to the European Court of
Human Rights in Strasbourg, have
been harassed and jailed.

The work of the Hamburg
Foundation and its partners has
also been affected by the new law:
In cooperation with Defend the
Defenders, we have been suppor-
ting legal counseling for victims of
violence in Grozny. Those seeking
advice come from refugee homes
and ask for help in lawsuits dealing
with human rights abuses, torture,
arbitrary arrests, rapes and kid-
nappings.

Chechnya needs help –
European and Russian help.

Martina Bäurle, Managing Director
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call to account those involved in the
war." 

It wasn't infrequent that Musa risked
his life for his photos. From 1999 he
began sleeping in his clothes to be
ready to flee at any time: "So that they
wouldn't lead me away in pajamas
when they came to get me."

The photographer has been enjoying
Hamburg and the new-found freedom
of being seen as a person rather than
a potential Chechen terrorist. He
hopes to travel and take lots of pictu-
res to exhibit in Chechnya in the futu-
re. And he and his 10-year-old son,
Adam, have been enjoying going
swimming, fishing and to museums,
leisure activities that are no longer
possible in Chechnya. However, Musa
won't even consider staying in
Germany for good: "Chechnya may be
a ruin, but it's my home! I must conti-
nue my work there."

On December 9, 2005, he became
the first Chechen photographer in
Germany to open an exhibition devo-
ted to his work. The show, which 
was called "Chechnya Confidential.
Europe – Look Towards This Country,"
was well received.

"I would like to give heartfelt thanks 
to the Foundation for the stipend 
in Hamburg and to the Körber
Foundation,the Hamburg Press Foun-
dation and Journalists-help-Journalists
for sponsoring me with a camera."

Musa Sadulaev  

EXHIBITION DATES 2006

BADEN-BADEN: May 2 - 31 
Landgericht (district court) Baden-Baden,
Gutenbergstr. 17
POTSDAM: August 15 - September 15 
Galerie Waschhaus, Schiffsbauergasse 1 
BERLIN: November 15 - 30
One World Berlin 2006
HAMBURG: December 7 - 21 
Hamburger Rathaus (town hall) 
Additional cities:
Erfurt, Siegen, Arnstadt, Flensburg, Hannover



MUSA SADULAEV 
Chechnya Today LIBCHAN BAZAEVA

WEIMAR CITY HUMAN
RIGHTS AWARD

For her fearless and enduring dedi-
cation to human rights, Libchan
Bazaeva was honored with the
Weimar City Human Rights Award on
December 10, 2006. She will use the
2,500-euro prize to rebuild a moun-
tain village school that was destroyed
by war. In her acceptance speech,
Libchan Bazaeva enjoined people to
draw international attention to the
Russian-Chechen conflict and press
for a peaceful solution. 
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Libchan Bazaeva signs Weimar's Golden Book
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